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Abstract

This study discusses the prevalent combined use of “kitto” and “kamoshirenai” in a
single sentence in speech and writing of contemporary Japanese. “Kitto" originated as an
onomatopoeia and meant a state of showing accuracy or strictness in ancient Japanese.
In modern Japanese “kitto” has been used to express the speaker’s confidence, as in the
phrase “kitto kurudarou”. However, in recent years, it has been often used in
combination with “kamoshirenai”, which alone refers to “possibleness”, as in “kitto
kangaeta kamoshirenai”.

This phenomenon can be understood as a semantic shift in the usage of “kitto”
toward its increased accommodation of “possibleness”. Thus, this usage of “kitto” suggests

its new function in both spoken and written Japanese.
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