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A Note on Naze and No in Interrogative Sentences

g Ik
Masako YAMANISHI

Abstract

This paper deals with a co-occurrence relationship between naze and no in
interrogative sentences. The author would like to describe the facts in modern Japanese.
In riyuu-gimonbun, an interrogative sentence asking why, no, or nodesuka is usually
expressed as naze yomuno or naze yomunodesuka. In other interrogative sentences
asking who, when, where, what, and how, a polite form masuka is also used as dare ga
yomimasuka and itsu yomimasuka. In modern Japanese, we have two polite forms desu
and masu. In interrogative sentences, according to the type of interrogative words, we

usually select either desu or masu.
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