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On Human Communication through Daisy Miller by Henry James
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» %, —Moreover, slight as it is, “Daisy Miller” is an excellent example of James’s most
important technical device: the restricted point of view. Throughout, the reader sees events
through the eyes of Winterbourne, a young American living abroad with no clearly defined
purpose. (2

VA LRPNHRE—ADAYORR L EEROFEEHIHHIE S 5 2 Lick > T, fEmich>
THBVWHRHTELVHE—E252 1, VA L XD/NHO—> ORI, THRA] OREICS
B, VA AXBIOHMEDHEEE D BT, ZOHEEEROPICEE T2 A [HR] i
B, DFD Y2 AXYNHOEREE LT, TOHEEBEAYORCEESE12DOTH
5, HROHEDBAILLD YV = 4 & X [EAROWEEATEKIC, BEMICHEST 5F
BEFRR LI, 2RIk, FEREH, SHMYL T, i & ORBDHLN QI OB



[54 9= $5—] 1255 ARIER 121

FTO, TDO ANYIONEZHEL T EBAEEICE -7 o

COKRTNVIIRAERDER IR T aRAZHRTY 22— TP o> TEY 4 v —F - Vi,
FRRDOHERERL T—A, BHOESFOPCHEBIL TS, A7V Ta—k—ZREFKD
T, TRE—ADHEHOTOMAEND 2, T— T VOMEEZRLBEDER. ZOMREHET
FHEROBEKREY 4 vy — K- itbicod, ¥+ VTF—ZHELTEZAWVT ¥ F7DEE,
TAVNORAEROBLFTHY, TA VA IZHRETHLLEREL VD, -0 v %
HTBUZDY 4 VI —R—ViI, ZOHEDICHBRET 2 ) AFEDRICKUAEERZ 5, H
BIO/NSBARKLE UFEHIH S 3 — o v NITERTRON IO LD, HHEOHSOBREE b I
PRVHT I ERTEIRY,

Ve ARG, BE BAOEROITIEMELZIT->-CVEMN [FA Y-+ 37 -] 20T,
COZANDEBOBRZKRILL THA S &\

...“I can’t get any candy here---any American candy. American candy’s the best candy.”

“And are American little boys the best little boys?” asked Winterbourne.

“l don’t know. I'm an American boy.” said the child.

“l see you are one of the best!” laughed Winterbourne.

“Are you an American man?” pursued this vivacious infant. And then, on Winterbourne’s

affirmative reply-—- “American men are the best!” he declared. ()
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...“I can’t get any candy here---any American candy. American candy’s the best candy.”

“And are American little boys the best little boys?” Winterbourne asked.

“I don't know. I'm an American boy,” said the child.

“I see you're one of the best!” the young man laughed.

“Are you an American man?” pursued this vivacious infant. And then on his friend’s

affirmative reply---“American men are the best,” he declared with assurance. ¢s)
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--- a pretty American girl coming and standing in front of you in a garden. This pretty
American girl, however, on hearing Winterbourne’s observation, simply glanced at him; she
then turned her head and looked over the parapet, at the lake and the opposite mountains.
He wondered whether he had gone too far; but he decided that he must advance farther,
rather than retreat.

EWVHERTICBVT D,

--- a pretty American girl coming to stand in front of you in a garden with all the con-

fidence in life. This pretty American girl, whatever that might prove, on hearing

Winterbourne’s observation, simply glanced at him; she then turned her head and looked
over the parapet, at the lake and the opposite mountains. He wondered whether he had
gone too far; but he decided that he must gallantly advance rather than retreat.
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—“Common” she was, as Mrs. Costello had pronounced her; yet it was a wonder to
Winterbourne that, with her commonness, she had a singularly delicate grace.
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%2, —Winterbourne’s preference had been that they should be conveyed to Chillon
in a carriage; but she expressed a lively wish to go in the little steamer; she declared that
she had a passion for steamboats. There was always such a lovely breeze upon the water,
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and you saw such lots of people.
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—'In that brief, sharp schooling, I got personally and familiarly acquainted with about
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CTLlLES> Y4 vy — K- VicHETE2DTHS, —...James’s skillful complication of the

conflict, his dialectical inquiry, or at least what has been called his “middle point of

all the different types of human nature.’ ()

view”. The key to any sophisticated reading along the line James intended is to focus as
well on Winterbourne, since his is our point of view, whereas Daisy remains, as she should,
the “phenomenon” into whose consciousness we are not permitted to enter, yet whose
“continual and insubstantial “chatter” and love of a “fuss” qualify her stature otherwise as
free spirit and genuine expression of nature opposed to artificial forms of respectability.
Both Winterbourne and Daisy are in James’s language “queer mixtures” of contradictory
elements and “booked to make a mistake” with each other because the reactions of each to
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the other are culturally and socially predetermined. (7
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By this time Daisy had turned her attention again to Winterbourne. “I've been telling
Mrs. Walker how mean you were!” the young girl announced.

“And what is the evidence you have offered?” asked Winterbourne, rather annoyed at
Miss Miller’s want of appreciation of the zeal of an admirer who on his way down to
Rome had stopped neither at Bologna nor at Florence, simply because of a certain senti-
mental impatience. He remembered that a cynical compatriot had once told him that
American women---the pretty ones, and this gave a largeness to the axiom---were at once
the most exacting in the world and the least endowed with a sense of indebtedness.
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g—F—vid. ATLc7FM4 Y- OBBORFEICHE>TLE I, 74 V- ORFHTUCED,
MEe LR REOFEICRE 5 TLEDETH S, o EFA V=Y 1 v & —K—VIKREMT fch
LS & =T IEE L THESRICHSICRWVISRIE WA HETFIC AR ERAIED 5, #1327 -
ELTTA Y —ZRHPFTOREVIBODBH20T, HFOEHHELVZREZ S, U-%0 L
AREBRLLG->T0EEAS EHBL TV IR ERSEVICHBIEN T A YV —DBREDE
K= AKREREH®RD > TV 2, TNTH, WRIASO - AHBEOHKIIBD SV, 74 ) ADRLE
VI HBORDPEICBESTORBRODOUOR, L—LL TEVTAE S & TEESEID
FEoTWVB, RiZ, KRV - DRFEESE T, B LOBKZHEFIIARKIEEL THRLVL LV
Sy BAORHOWTOWRRHICKE OB - c EIB A LI ZRZ, BIBNE 2L THFLED T
Wi, AfEVWI bR DL I I, HAHOHEORVERE L, 7o, BHoAKLEZBHTEEIC
AP ILVEELRDTH 5,

COEROUGTRIRLTO@ED, v 1 v —K—vO—AHBEOETH L D BEICHBEEATY
%,

By this time Daisy had turned her attention again to Winterbourne, but in quite the

same free form. “I've been telling Mrs. Walker how mean you were!”

“And what’s the evidence you’ve offered?” he asked, a trifle disconcerted, for all his

superior gallantry, by her inadequate measure of the zeal of an admirer who on his way

down to Rome had stopped neither at Bologna nor at Florence, simply because of a certain

sweet appeal to his fond fancy, not to say to his finest curiosity. He remembered how a
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cynical compatriot had once told him that American women---the pretty ones, and this
gave a largeness to the axiom--—-were at once the most exacting in the world and the least

endowed with a sense of indebtedness.
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Her blindness to the nature of the American colony is
equalled by her blindness to Winterbourne and Giovanelli as individuals. While
Winterbourne fails to “read” her “riddle” rightly, she fails to “read” his. She feels his
disapproval in Rome, but she is not aware of his affection for her. Neither does she reveal
any adequate perception of her impact on Giovanelli. To Daisy, going about with Mr.
Giovanelli is very good fun. Giovanelli’s feelings, we learn at the end, have been much more

seriously involved. (s)
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Winterbourne stopped, with a sort of horror, and, it must be added, with a sort of
relief. It was as if a sudden illumination had been flashed upon the ambiguity of Daisy’s
behavior, and the riddle had become easy to read. She was a young lady whom a gentleman
need no longer be at pains to respect.
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“Why, it was Mr. Winterbourne! He saw me, and he cuts me!” —v 4 ¥ ¥ — & — v O
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AmmiT 2T 2 VI EB S TWB, —What a clever little reprobate she was, and how
smartly she played at injured innocence!——7K¥#%Z® innocence {FFEI. HLIZBICHIE L 7 #
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Winterbourne felt himself pulled up with final horror now---and, it must be added, with
final relief. It was as if a sudden clearance had taken place in the ambiguity of the poor
girl’s appearances and the whole riddle of her contradictions had grown easy to read. She

was a young lady about the shades of whose perversity a foolish puzzled gentleman need

no longer trouble his head or his heart.
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“I was bound to see the Colosseum by moonlight. I shouldn’t have wanted to go home
without that;.... “Well, I have seen the Colosseum by moonlight!” she exclaimed. “That’s
one good thing.” —— 71 ¥ — R ZHIMKISEHZOP &, REOH TREORE TS L 3MHT
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FHEIEMCOHBEOBE S BRI, 2 OBIELIBELEL TV LI DL D 2, ——
“My supposedly typical little figure was of course pure poetry, and had never been any-
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BN THELTLE-FA Y- AHOFA V-0l EE A L ohic % L T {—he
stood staring at the raw protuberance among the April daisies. — &% & X 3 &. 74
V-DFAEL, HEIERTREENILBODERIEMTE S, BROEHEBLT, Fhizbldy «
I —R=v LS ANYDOLOEE L BEERT S LN TE, FFIKBRERY EOALED
% bRHTE 5D TH D, ——James deliberately isolates Daisy as a person, which serves

thing else; (o

both to intensify her social freedom as an American, and her vulnerability as sign. w
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—FA VDRV 2 - LR ES>THUARTH > &5, —To be sure, James tries to

make Daisy’s death inevitable. ap
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BREEME L RTENRVEERD D, HOORRGTH» SBRICE-> TRTL LT V-1
g —oy HIOFEEAEROHRTS S BRicER I TR, E-TERBAMTH 5 b1
DOF. BATELTABN SWE SN/ T ENORFETHIAL ORLBAEK > TEDTLE ), BER
ORI L $EZ 5B, —more truly a victim of the cowardly and petty incosiderateness of
public opinion. Daisy typifies those hasty and choleric but generous and good people whose
first impulse, in quick reply to the sting and bruise of a cynical public’s false accusation,
is to continue, in a flagrantly exaggerated form, the conduct for which they have been
criticized. wo BB 5 OIEHEDGER ZH I RIEHTHEFR L LTV, HRELTZOH AR
HEBRE N B FE LK 5,
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W3, ANHRBBIBOEEYTH 20 5. URBADF > REREICZOAEFEORBICAASINT
W3, Y4 v —R—VRTOZHOOMTHAOFEE L - b EREA, BFHIERL VIR
BEE->TVLEY, i, BEAORS NI EENLLROBEREHOH L DICLTWERET TS
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Mrs. Lynn Linton &W5 o v F V@ﬁAK@E’CT%“?‘:?*ﬁ@qj’C\ EFRIE 71 v — DG
WDV THEH#E L TW5B, —The keynote of her character is her innocence---that of her con-
duct is, of course, that she has a little sentiment about Winterbourne, that she believes to
be quite unreciprocated---conscious as she was only of his protesting attitude. ay vak
VR4 v - K-V L TROPBARLZER L TRV AN, KIS E LDV a5~
EHLFIRERESRELVWH I EREZEZ S LRV, EBEREREL LTEREINLEV S,
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X ICRHETWEVWS | MiETHB, —In his moment of insight into her character,
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James saw what more superficial observers always overlook, the fact that there were
depths there, unsounded, unappreciated, which, had they been given encouragement, would
kbR s
A V=TT B0, WL EBANSRIMOMEDOREE L THOATHAENERDOTREWLES
Hpo HANTE - TRATH 5 0EKRD 2HFICX T 2R, Bl b BFEALQBMRERE CHFES L
TLEV, TOFHMAREICARLEIBLZDTH b,

AT 4 =TV 74 VR LEOHEZEBL TERmEEE, TOPTHELRIELA S LOEEN
ENH LIz A&V DB OHIBEREL T 2HEELE. B SBRRIREIC BT 5 ARoE
BBAIPRT A ETEDHMICE LM L, —HY = — AR, BREROMAEZRE X215,
EMTHENEXFEERLIAETH S, TOMEICIR, FFFEBRELEELEVS LA
—RBELBIENE SN, V- AXREAOHRFICHEN ICH - 7/ EREAEAH L. ZothT
[R5 LI RBEHAL TV S, BIEHER, BERCMABCVEELZE P SV DT FICRATHE
BTEILEHE, Ve —ARXRBBEELVS bOELZAOHAL VS RFICE T 2.0RITBEL
WZ EERFZBIEL TV B,

R BIEROHPT, 3 -0y XF A XENELT AV IALLDBESNIZY a5 — )
ME—DERDI —a v YATH - I,
—ZOWKEI W T4V - DEOEEEEFEL TV eDTH B, Lirl, 741 Y- DOEFTEH» S
ZOFEREHEPEINLY 4 v I —F—VITR, DILRKEBHBEHNLE Y, Y1 vy —K—v
KL > TFA V- BEICEBEADOEY LB, —BOLORERIERC TS, T I AHEIICM
RLTWL, #RE. 71 V-2ERT 5 LR3E<. RRICEZORMBOALTH 5, REM
FHEDTA Y=L TODARLT, YVaNx—JRKOVWTCHROTH S, HiEF1 Y —IcHEIED
DOVWTC, FRPBIRICELIFREREF-> THEUMNS, RKOBWICH L TRERZRDAGHE
BOABEBSFE LTI TVEN, Thdby 4 v 5 — K- VOBHOEMICBES, Va vx—
VORBORIERLSIELDOTH S, £ LT, BOFTREVBEROETHRE L THLHIELE
THolY 4 v —FK=VIZOWTTER, BANSHEREB ST, 20FEHS XL b 27507
EAHRESEIATH S, v 4 VI —F-VHERLIWL L TORBLDELL, HbFElT1 Y-
[ERRATE D SIFERBDTH B,

...in the course of his story Winterbourne first expands his “vision” by his positive
v 4
V=R YT Y- OVWTEHET SRR A H OB L T LE s oL S, BB b ASD
B OME IS U TLZFA L BEE TV 2D TRIEWVES S D, Rl boifhE+ RaficEuv, %
OEFICH L T—BHROBOHREEVWTLE S L& R b RESOREE, SEKT TV I0H D
LNBOAEHEZE X THENEKES 5, AFOEOTEZ B4 & OBET L »EIRTE 3, 438
PHAZEHIOFHIC L > TEMIETLE>TLEAHEAL LTORAEDLL L HEHL TV S
NELEL EVH LY =M LA, TOERMOP TR BIREXTATVBDKES S,

have made her an entirely different girl. He understood human nature. q

ironically the one real European of the story gs

response to Daisy and then “retreats” from his enlarged horizon by rejecting her. s
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I stood upon a high place,
And saw, below, many devils
Running, leaping,

And carousing in sin.

One looked up, grinning,

And said: “Comrade! Brother!” a»
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