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A Communicative Approach to Junior High School English Education

—Promoting English Communication Skills Through Interactive Learning Programs —
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My Memory in Canada

My best memory is spending time with my host family. My host mother was very kind to
me.

My host family taught me many things about Canada. I also learned about Canadian food
and culture. For lunch, we had a healthy sandwich every day. For dinner, we ate steamed
vegetables instead of rice. But it was the personality of my Canadian host family that
impressed me the most. The Canadian people and my host family were outgoing and positive.
Even though I couldn’t speak English well, T tried not to worry too much and did my best to
understand what people were saying. I learned that it is important to be outgoing and positive.
I would like to work hard to improve my English and visit my host family again. I am very

grateful to my host family for accepting me into their home. Thank you very much.

My Host Family
I spent a very good time in Canada. My host family was very kind to me. My host mother
taught me English. She gave me an English book to read. I had trouble understanding the
English words so she taught me the meaning and how to use these words. She taught me
slowly and politely. She also drove me to many places. We went to the shopping center,
sports center, the ocean and many other places. These places were very interesting. At the
shopping center, I bought souvenirs for my family, relatives and friends. I have many happy

memories from Canada. I hope to visit Canada again.

My Wonderful Time in Canada
I went to Canada for 18 days and had a wonderful time. There is a lot of nature in Canada.

The people in Canada were very friendly. I couldn't say everything I wanted in English, but
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I did my best. I learned that it is important to communicate in English as much as we can. I
think my listening and speaking improved because of the time I spent in Canada. I want to

study in Canada again.
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CANADIAN MONEY AND SHOPPING

PART 1 - Individual Activity

* Hand out one envelope to each student with Canadian money in it.

» Explain the value of each Canadian coin and bill.

* Hand out “Yen and Canadian dollar conversion sheet.”

* Discuss different tax and use of credit cards and “Traveler's Checks” (if necessary) .

* Call out different amounts and have students put the right coins and bills together to make

that amount. EG. $5.36: $1.11: $3.40; $27.00: $2.30

Each student will have the following Canadian money in the envelope.
1 loonie $1.00

1 toonie $2.00

1 quarter $.25(25 cents)
1 dime $.10(10 cents)
1 nickel $.05(5 cents)
1 penny $.01

2 - 5 dollar bills  $10.00
1 - 10 dollar bill ~ $10.00
2 - 20 dollar bill ~ $40.00
1 - 50 dollar bill ~ $50.00
TOTAL: $113.41

PART 2 - Pair Activity
* Practice “How much is the:---+- ?" dialogue.
» Use pictures so students can practice asking for different items. The “store clerk” can also

practice adding up the cost.

How much is--?

How much are'--.?
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PART 3 - Small Group Activity

Set up a store so that students can practice using money and adding up the cost and getting
change. Use the pictures and have students buy things from the pictures. They use the

dialogues they have practiced.

SET-UP - 14 students

2 groups:

1 shop clerk and 3 shoppers

1 shop clerk(she has 3 envelopes with money)and 3 shoppers(they take turns
using the envelope with money).

2 groups:

1 shop clerk and 2 shoppers

1 shop clerk(she has 2 envelopes with money)and 2 shoppers(they take turns

using the envelope with money).

Practice the “How much is this?” dialogues again but have students actually buy things with

their money. Store clerk has to make change and the shopper has to check to make sure that

they got the right change.

THINGS YOU WILL NEED

* Pictures of items, magazines, postcards, pencils, books. CDs.
* Copies of the items for sale.
* One envelope with money per student( $113.41) .

Please put this money back into the envelopes for the next teacher.

There are extra $50, $20, $10 and $5 bills that you can also hand out to students for the
shopping activity.
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