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Conditions and factors associated with parental decision-making and explanations
to their children after informed consent conference with respect to
implementation of surgery

Keiko UEMATUY  Chieko KAWATA*® Naoko NAKATA®

[Abstract]

Objective: The purpose of this study was to clarify the conditions and factors associated with parental
decision-making and explanation to their children, after being informed regarding the implementation of
surgery by a doctor and nurse.

Methods: Analyses were conducted on 113 parents with a child aged 1-10 years, who underwent surgery. A
path diagram was created using multiple linear regression models with the dependent variables of
“parental decision-making” and “explanation to child.”

Results: “Parental decision-making” was associated with factors concerning “family relations focusing on
spiritual connection” and “communication with a doctor during conference.” Parents’ explanation to their
child concerning surgery was mainly discussed with children aged >4 years. “Medical explanation to
child” was associated with “correspondence with child by descriptive or consent type behavior in general”
and those in which “child identity was the reason for explanation.”

Conclusion: The data suggested that continued support and communication with the doctor and a good
spiritual connection with family relations is important for parents to make decisions regarding their child

proactively undergoing surgery.
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