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On the usage of “to omou” as situational deixis

Takafumi FUCHIDA

[Abstract]

Objective: Recently, in the training and education of physicians and other medical personnel, it is regarded as
important to have students acquire “‘communication skills” or “conversation ability”. However these terms
are hard to define. Medical workers in the field of speech—language pathology will require better abilities
than other medical workers because speech—language therapy consists of conversations. This paper
attempts to consider the function of “to omou,” which is equivalent to the politeness strategy and is the
incorrect usage of the phrase.

Methods: We analyzed the function of “to omou,” which students use in conversation from the aspect of the
politeness theory of linguistics.

Results: It was revealed that the communicative function of “to omou” is divided into two types: one is related
to the positive politeness strategy and the other to the negative politeness strategy. The use of “to-omou”
by the speaker is unnatural in a deictic situation with directional demonstratives such as “Kochira” and
"Koko" because a psychological distance among a speaker , hearer, and referent is considered as a main
factor that decides which of them to use, and the Ko-series can be used only when it is assumed that the
speaker recognizes the referent but the hearer does not.

Conclusion: The overuse of hedge will have the opposite effect when attempting to build a better relationship

of trust with clients.

Keywords communication skill, politeness strategy, speech—Ilanguage therapy, hedge
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