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The Image of the “Long March” and Its Political Background as
Presented in Modern Chinese Theatrical Art
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Abstract :

The drama “Wanshui-Qianshan (Thousand Water and Many Mountains),” with the “Long
March” as its subject, was created in the 1950s. This drama became popular, and therefore, it
was filmed as a commemorative movie for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of new
China in 1959. The political background of this drama involved the ideology of the Chinese
Communist Party that promoted an Anti-Right Campaign.

The revision of this drama was carried out in the mid-1970s. Mao Zedong and other leaders
supported this revision, but it was delayed by the interference of the Cultural Revolution
group. The group was concerned that the revised drama would reveal the intra-party struggle
between the two political factions and have a negative impact on the left, which included Jiang
Qing, who was afraid that this drama would encourage the executive officers who were
reinstated in their former positions after the Lin Piao case.
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