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Need for Living Assistance for Disabled People and Their Families and
the Role of Medical and Welfare Facilities in Local Regions

— Examination Based upon a Questionnaire Survey in Five Cities in Minami-Tama —
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(Yajima Takuro Saito Misao Arimoto Kiyoshi Kimiya Satoshi)

Abstract :

Facilities for severe motor and intellectual disabilities that have supported admitted patients
with medical care, nursing care, and rehabilitation have come to occupy an important position
as a social resource for regional medical welfare. In light of this, we performed a survey on
the need for living assistance via a questionnaire aimed at disabled children, their families
that such children attend in five cities in Minami-Tama.

We analyzed the 1,177 questionnaires from the data obtained via the 50% collection rate,
which we divided up by life stage and disability category in order to organize the needs for
living assistance. The results of this showed that the “Problems” varied depending on their life
stage and disability category, but “Understanding of the local region” was common throughout
when it came to the “Needs.” Furthermore, the specific needs deemed necessary were
thought to be related to the urgency in the disabled children’s respective life stages.

Based upon this data, we felt that it was important to provide individual, expert assistance
to local disabled children attending facilities for severely disabled children, as well as their
parents and the related personnel. Not only that, but we also considered assistance that would
enable them to live in the local region with peace of mind, assistance that was based upon the
lifestyles of disabled children, and assistance by means of outreach to be important as well.
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