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The Fashion of “Highland Dress” Evident in Late 19™ Century
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Abstract :

Highland dress, the ethnic costume of Scotland, regained its prominence among adult men
in late 19%-century Britain and became popular even among boys and young men. In this
paper I attempt to throw light on the background to this popularity, using as my materials
especially articles and advertisements that appeared in the women's magazine 7he Queen.

The following became evident through my researches.

Following the battle on Culloden Moor in 1746, a ban was placed on the wearing of kilts and
on all other customs associated with the Highlanders, as a result of which the kilt became
romanticized as a costume associated with a people who had been deprived of their culture.
Queen Victoria was particularly attracted to Scotland and to tartan, and she clad princes of
the crown in Highland dress, which thus came to acquire an aristocratic connotation. Mothers
all over the country thus clothed their sons in Highland dress, thereby contributing to its
popularity.

Among the factors that ensured that this popularity was subsequently maintained were the
sheer attractiveness of the costumes, the aspiration to authenticity that made these costumes
appropriate for wearing on ceremonial occasions, the expansion in the range of uses that
resulted from the fact that the costumes were based on distinctive ethnic designs that could
also be used for fancy dress, and the fact that the costumes sold extensively because of their
functionality in line with mothers’ concern for the health of their children.
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BOYS' HIGELARD COSTUMES FROM MESBRS ROWAN'
GLASGOW.

Fros all points of view the Highland kilt, ns a style of dress for
gmnll boys, b much to sommand it It'ia in almost oll cases
bocoming, j# oztromely GOmfortabls) and Las tho farther merit of
heing durabl and inuxponsive ~The sine qud non is that it should

ho mado by'n in thisp clasa of 50 us to
ensure fhoe correcinoss of detail which is oll important. The
kcetches given pa of two difforont varicties of Highlind

)
costume, the full ‘dross and the plainer dreas kilt, are f:

muodo by Mexsrs Rownn sud Co., of 104, Ar, le-stmut,%’;:umoga]:
firm whose nnmo iu woll known as maccessfu! oxponents of their
national garb. Tho first shows o fnl] Highlund costnme for o boy of

Fiou Hiansasy Cosruar Tur Amuvne Diess N
#oie A oy or Suven, svir

wevon, and ropresents Lhe dreas of a Scollizh chicftain in one of ita
moat picturesquo Torms. ‘Fhe doublot und vest sro of black velvet
with silver Coltin bnitons, the pluid and kilt of Crwpbell tartun,
whilo the anit is completad hynG{engnrry cap, sporran, hoso and shoes
ol the truditiovnl pubtern, “T'he aecond aketeh is also of a dress kilt,
Lt ko mureh plainer that it is suitable for erdinary wear, indoors or
ont.  Tho woll cat, business-like cont nnd vest are of hunter's green
cloth, with gold battons, snd the kilt of Erracht Cameron tartan -
the enp is of thio convenient Balmoral shape, the stockings of plain

dirk honther wool, with tartan turn-over tops, and the sporran, it
will bo noticod, is o simple bead sporran, muoch Jess elaborately

monutod than that in the quite lulr dress suit.  Messrs Rowan's

pricea nre extromely moderato, n charncteristic whick, it mey ba
ndded, is woll maintiined in both tho suits illustrated, tbe sccond of
whith'is of u siza to fit  boy of twelve yeurs of age.
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THE QUEEN, THE LADY'S NEWSPAPER.

Highland Costume
Fither for GENTLEMEN or BOYS.

THE FIRST HOUSE

EXTANT 1S

ROWAN &Cos

104, Argyle
Street,
GLASGOW.

quality kept In stock..

Specialiats of the
highest skill -are
employed in this
Dept., and ‘abso-
B} utc mitifulness fo
historic detail Is
abserved in every
4 particular. Complete range

Writa for Hlustrations_and

Price Lists, POST FREE,
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NISBET & SONS' SPECIALITE.

SBET & SON.

MHMMHMHMT

A1} the Latest Designs. inithe
Newest and “most Fashion:
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the Season, in the Norfolk,
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IN STOCK OR TO ORDER,
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