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On the Chinese Culture as a Chimera
: Another Theory of the Confucian Teachings

R —

(Abumiya Hajime)

Abstract :

April 28 in 1907, at the Yushima Shrine of Confucius, the Confucian ceremony what is
called ‘Sekiten’, was performed splendidly at an interval of forty years. The first attention of
this paper will be paid on this ceremony, in order to clarify the meanings of the
transformation of Chinese Confucianism in modern Japan.

The dominant ideology of Tokugawa regime, which was based on the norm of the Samurai
class, wore a ‘Confucian’ overcoat. So annual Confucian ceremonies had been held twice a year
by Tokugawa regime at the Yushima Shrine. Acording to some archives, the last one was held
in August 1867.

In 1907, the ceremony came to be performed again at Yushima by the newly established
association named ‘Koushi-saiten-kai’, the Association of Celebrating Confucius. It had
intended to the resurrection of traditional ceremony same as in the Tokugawa period,
however the ceremony was no longer a Confucian ceremony, because it was not held by the
Confucian scholars, but held by the Shinto priests in the Japanese Shintoism style.

Under the influence of modernization and Westernization after Meiji period, Chinese
Culture was grafted on the particular Japanese tradition just like a ‘Chimera’ in an ancient

Greek myth.
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