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Berlin and Paris for Alexander von Humboldt
Born Home and Scientific Home

R NI -
(Sasaki Hiroshi)

Abstract :

Alexander von Humboldt remained in Paris for more than 20 years since coming back in
1804 from the research in South America (1799-1804). This article dealt with the reasons
why he preferred Paris to Berlin, his native home town.

He saw Paris at the age of 21, one year after French Revolution in 1789 and was inspired
with the spirit of Liberté, Egalité and Fraternité. The population of Paris around 1800
amounts to 510,000, much larger than Berlin of 200,000 population. In Paris he wrote
“Voyage aux régions équinoxiales du Nouveau Continet” in French and he removed from Paris
to Berlin in 1827, where he wrote “Kosmos” in German. In Paris and Berlin he got 5000 Taler
a year as a adviser to King of PreuBen and used these money to publish his big books.
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AUX REGIONS EQUINOXIALES

DU NOUVEAU CONTINENT,
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PAR AL. DE HUMBOLDT ET A. BONPLAND;

REDIGE

Par ALEXANDRE DE HUMBOLDT.
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