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Mass Media and Social Welfare Movement
—The First Collaborative Work Between the Implementation of a School
Lunch Program and Newspaper Campaign in Japan —

WHE  5F
(Ikeda Mamoru)

Abstract .

Japanese news media companies actively carry out social welfare programs aiming to increase
numbers of subscriptions or TV ratings. They include art shows, sports competitions, music con-
certs, recognitions of those with outstanding achievements in various fields, as well as fundraising
for people in needs. Mainichi Newspapers and Asahi Shimbun in Osaka started such programs in
the 1870s. They created social welfare departments, which later became semi-independent organi-
zations.

In 1930, Tokyo Asahi Shimbun and its Social Welfare Organization started a movement that pro-
vided lunches to undernourished school children in City of Tokyo. It was the first time in the histo-
ry that a welfare organization and a news medium collaborated in a common activity. The move-
ment quickly spread to other metropolitan areas, and the Japanese government issued a temporal-
ly school lunch providing system act in 1932.

The collaboration showed roles of news media as a public tool and as an effective advertising
strategy. Today, numerous companies use the method, and are making contributions to societies

worldwide.
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