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[Abstract]

Objective: To identify nurses’ perception of support for cancer peer support activities at designated cancer hospi-
tals.

Methods: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with eight nursing professionals, who support cancer peer
support activities, from October 2018 to February 2019, and analyzed using qualitative descriptive research
methods.

Results: The eight categories generated from the interviews were: cancer peer support activities are meaningful;
various support for cancer salons is needed; individual consultation by cancer peer supporters is sometimes
difficult to handle and support is needed; collaboration between the nursing professionals, etc. and the cancer
peer supporters is important in tackling cancer. The reasons included: I feel the need for the health support
for cancer peer supporters; I feel motivated and face difficulty in supporting cancer peer support activities; I
want support from staff, hospitals, and the government for cancer peer support activities; and It is important
to train cancer peer supporters.

Conclusion: The nursing professionals’ thoughts were considered to be the foundation for providing the necessary
support, ingenuity, difficulties related to support, and requests for future cancer peer support activities. The
difficulties faced by the nursing profession were also clarified. The most important issue in supporting cancer
peer support activities is the recognition and value of the cancer peer support activities in hospitals and the

establishment of an effective support system.

Keywords: cancer peer support activity, designated cancer hospital, perception of nurses, semi-structured inter-

view
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