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Sustainable development goal initiatives at nursing universities:
the current state of information dissemination on home pages

Sachiko TAKAHASHI

[Abstract]

Purpose: The sustainable development goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations include 17 goals and 169
targets to be achieved by the international community by 2030. University educators are already contributing
to society by providing various people with a place to learn and by collaborating with local communities. In
Japan, many universities are expanding their activities to achieve the SDGs. It is no exaggeration to say that
the content of nursing education at nursing universities is entirely related to achieving the SDGs. We set out
to clarify whether nursing universities are aware of the relationship between the education they are actually
providing and the SDGs.

Methods: At the websites of nursing universities nationwide, departmental introductions were checked for de-
scriptions of the SDGs on their home pages (HPs). In the case of comprehensive universities, each universi-
ty’s introduction on its HP was checked for descriptions of the SDGs.

Results: Of 290 nursing universities, 23 of 42 national universities, 6 of 50 public universities, and 24 of 198 private
universities listed SDGs in the introduction on their website. At only one university’s website did the nursing
department’s introduction describe the SDGs.

Conclusions: Although many institutions recognize that nursing education as a whole is related to the SDGs, no
university is promoting its activities to achieve the SDGs. Instead of seeking new SDG initiatives, nursing uni-
versities must make use of their websites and other outreach to inform society about how the education cur-

rently being provided is linked to the SDGs.
Keywords: SDGs, Nursing education, Social contribution
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