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The Development of Art Education by Kishida Ryusei and Its Meaning

R R
(Namie KURTHARA)

Abstract :

Kishida Ryusei was famous for his painting called “the portrait of Reiko,”and he also
worked hard for art education during the Taisho period. Reiko was his daughter and he
developed his theory of art education, bringing up his daughter.

First, he insisted on the importance of imitation when children drew pictures and he also
emphasized the significance of preparing artistic materials for children. Second, he published
a book about art education in the Taisho period, which included empirical and practical
method. He gave her a lot of opportunities of having dialogue with his father and
participating in artistic activities. He also made an emphasis on humor which interested
children in drawing pictures.

Third, he began to talk about the “beauty” from the wider point of view, focusing on the
“beauty” of towns in Tokyo. While working on art education in the Taisho period, he

continued to have a deep interest in children throughout his life.
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