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[Abstract]

This study investigates the validity of behavioral linkage analysis in offender profiling in
Japanese serial homicides with mutilation. Behavioral linkage analysis is a kind of offender
profiling where the crime scene is analyzed using statistical and psychological methods. This
study examined the validity of the linkage analysis through two hypotheses. One, each serial
offender exhibit similar criminal behaviors in serial homicides (behavioral consistency). Two,
each single offender exhibit different criminal behaviors (behavioral distinguishability). Data
on 120 cases by 104 homicide offenders (97 single and 7 serial offenders) were gathered from
online newspaper databases; these cases comprised 28 categories of variables (e.g., method
of homicide and mutilation and abandonment of victims) and were analyzed using Multiple
correspondence analysis. The results partially supported the first hypothesis because the
criminal behaviors of serial offenders were the same or similar in each case. Furthermore, the
results also supported the second hypothesis because the 104 cases by 104 offenders were not
concerted with each other.

keywords : behavioral linkage analysis, mutilation in serial homicides, behavioral consistency,
behavioral distinguishability, Multiple correspondence analysis






