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Reading and writing attainment of Korean (L1)—Japanese (L2)
bilingual children in Japanese: Using STRAW-R

Yeongsil JU'®, Ami SAMBAT*®. Akira UNO?

[Abstract]

Objective : The purpose of this study was to examine the reading and writing attainment of Korean -Japanese
bilingual children using STRAW-R which is a Japanese reading and writing test, and to examine the
applicability of the test and points to keep in mind when applying it.

Methods : We conducted STRAW-R for monolingual children whose mother tongue Japanese and bilingual children
whose mother tongue is Korean. Mean performance of each group per task and grade was compared with the
standard performance of Japanese monolinguals which was obtained from STRAW-R.

Results : For many tasks in each grade, mean performance of the bilingual group was within the average range
defined in STRAW-R. Also, the U test revealed no significant difference between performances of the bilingual
group and those of the monolingual group on almost all tests.

Conclusion : Following the results, it is likely possible to apply STRAW-R to bilingual children whose L1 is Korean
language. However, it is difficult to determine whether this low reading and writing attainment is due to
language environmental factors or developmental dyslexia. Therefore, we suppose that it is necessary to
interpret test results with the consideration of cognitive abilities relating to reading/writing acquisition as well

as language environmental factors.
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