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Trends in research employed for teaching nursing ethics to gerontological nursing students

Ryoko HOTTA, Akane KONNO, Kayo HIRAI, Naomi YOSHIDA

[Abstract]

Objectives : To clarify the characteristics of educational content and effectiveness as well as to discuss future
issues through a literature review of nursing ethics education for gerontological nursing students.

Methods : We identified relevant Japanese articles by conducting a literature search in the Ichushi Web database
(version 5) using the keywords “gerontological nursing,” “education,” and “ethics” to analyze educational
methods and other information.

Results : Ten articles were identified and analyzed with respect to the publication year, study outline, study
methods, educational contents and methods, and learning outcomes. The results showed that students may
have developed a sense of ethics through lectures and exercises on ethics related to providing care for elderly
patients during the first and second years of education and the ability to determine related ethical problems
through clinical practicums during the third and fourth years of education.

Conclusion : Based on the basic knowledge of nursing ethics acquired in nursing education, four years of continuous
education should be provided to establish learning the ethical issues specific to the elderly patients and to

enhance education on strategies that tackle ethical issues..
Keywords: gerontological nursing, nursing ethics, ethics education, undergraduate nursing education
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