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A questionnaire survey on cooperation between special education schools for
children with intellectual disabilities and external specialists: What do teachers of
special education schools for children with intellectual disabilities hope that
external speech-language-hearing therapists provide?

Takashi GOTO". Noriko HARUHARAY Masaya TAKAKU?,
Yuki TOSABAYASHI", Yasuko OGINO". Misaki HIROSE"

[Abstract]

Objective: The cooperation between special education schools for individuals with intellectual disabilities and
speech-language-hearing therapists (ST) as external specialists has not been fully examined. We aimed to
determine the actions that teachers of special education schools for intellectually disabled children desire from
external ST through a questionnaire survey.

Methods & Results: The responses of 74 teachers were analyzed. All 74 respondents affirmed that they hoped to
receive “specific guidance to promote language understanding and expression” from ST. On the other hand,
less than 60% of the respondents desired “feeding guidance during school lunch hours” and “guidance/advice
on creating individualized guidance plans and individualized educational support plans”, respectively. There
were no differences in the responses in terms of teacher’s affiliation; however, in terms of age, teachers aged
>4() years had significantly more requests for continuous case conferences with ST than those in their 20s and
30s.

Conclusion: It is speculated that ST need to provide useful information and specialized skills after fully understanding
the characteristics of students and individual needs of teachers at special education schools for children with

intellectual disabilities.

Keywords: special education school for children with intellectual disabilities, external specialists, speech-language-

hearing therapists, cooperation, questionnaire survey
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