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Nursing to assist patients in continuing home oxygen therapy
— Comparison of nursing by ward nurses and home visiting nurses

Kayo HIRAI

[Abstract]

Purpose: This study aims to describe the particulars of nursing in the assist of patients in continuing home oxygen
therapy (HOT) by comparing the nursing performed to promote acceptance of HOT by ward nurses and
home visiting nurses.

Methods: Prospective participants were 600 ward nurses and 600 home visiting nurses in charge of patients with
respiratory diseases. An anonymous self-rating questionnaire survey was conducted with the nurses who
expressed consent to participate.

Results: Based on the analysis using an independently developed scale to measure specifics of nursing to promote
acceptance of HOT, the following three factors were identified: “Management of HOT”, “Incorporation of
HOT into daily life”, and “Self-efficacy in performing HOT". Home visiting nurses had significantly higher
scores in “Incorporation of HOT into daily life” and “Self-efficacy in performing HOT" than ward nurses.

Conclusions: 1. Home visiting nurses made more effort to promote acceptance of HOT than ward nurses; 2. Ward
nurses need to assume the life during hospitalization as an extension of daily life to promote early acceptance
of HOT; 3. Ward nurses need to actively obtain information from home visiting nurses; and 4. Nursing to

promote acceptance of HOT needs cooperation between ward nurses and home visiting nurses.
Keywords: home oxygen therapy, acceptance, continuing nursing care
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