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[Abstract]

The long treatment for depression make worse the severity of depression symptoms and
social dysfunction (Shapiro et al, 1994). The severity of depression is known to be influenced
by perceived criticism from family members (Renshaw, 2007). Therefore, there is a possibility
that criticism from family members will increase with the length of treatment. The aim of
this study is to examine the relationship between the duration of treatment for patients with
depression and criticism from their families. Sixteen patients with depression participated in
this study. All patients were out patient of psychiatric clinic. All patients filled in Perceived
Criticism Measure (PCM: Naruse et al,, 2017). This study was conducted with the approval of
the Ethics Committee of Tokyo Medical University. The average of treatment duration was
46.19 (SD : 57.18, range:1 to 205) months. In addition, the average PCM score was 4.25 (SD: 2.79).
The results of correlation analysis showed that the longer the treatment period, the stronger
the perceived criticism from their families (» = .68). Because of This study was a cross-sectional
study, and cannot mention causal relationship. However, this study suggests the importance
of consider to the situation that perceived criticism from family members increases with
prolonged treatment in patients with depression.
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