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The Characteristics of the English Education in
Yokohama and Its Meaning

R R
(Namie KURTHARA)

Abstract :

This paper describes the way English education in Yokohama has developed since 2009.
Yokohama city has made an original curriculum called “Yokohama International
Communication Activities” for elementary school children.

First, children can learn English based on the YICA curriculum, which is organized as a
small step activity. In the curriculum, children can experience communication with homeroom
teachers, AETs (assistant English teachers) and IUIs (international understanding instructors).
Second, teachers are allowed to express their viewpoints on their own when they make the
curriculum. They can develop their creativity when they make their lessons in the classroom.
Third, the board of education in Yokohama published a book named “The Collection of Cases
for YICA” for the elementary school teachers. It is useful for the teachers when they make
their daily lessons in the classroom.

The English education in Yokohama tells us that it is significant to support the teachers’

creativity in organizing the curriculum.
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HRT : This is Chinatown. You can see many

Chinese restaurants. I like nikuman.
Do you like Chinese food?

AET : Yes, I do. I like Chinese noodles, too.

HRT : Me, too. It is very good.

HRT : This is ZOORASIA. You see many

animals. I like okapi. It is very cute
What animal do you like?

AET : I like giraffes. Do you know giraffes?

HRT : Yes, I do. This is a giraffe.

AET : Thank you.
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AET : 1 am an animal. I am black and white.

I can swim. What am I?

HRT : Are you a penguin?

AET : No, I'm not.
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HRT : Umm--- Are you a panda?

AET : That's right. (2% &+ %) Great!

HRT : Yeah!
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AET: Hellol (to HRT) HRT: Hello! (to AET)

AET: How are you? HRT: I'm (feeling), thank you. How are you?

AET: I'm (feeling), thank you.

What (topic) do you like? HRT: Wow. I like ~. What (topic) DO you like?

AET: I like ~. HRT: Wow.

AET: Can you ~? HRT: Yes, I can. / No, I can't.

AET: Really? HRT: Really. Can you ~?

AET; Yes, I can. / No, I can't. HRT: Really?

AET: Really. When is your birthday? HRT: It's in (month). When is your Birthday?

AET: It's in (month). OK. Let’s start! HRT: OK!

(RHEZEBZARLGEOERMTEL L LW )

WikE) AE—NVh—27 %&@%{% the music room, the science room, the

HRT/AET; (3k > b7 1 X) principal’s room, the teachers’ room, the

You can see many books. library.

You can read books.
Itson 3™ floor. 7%= &o MEBEHSEZM VLRSS A X2 L, HEOSWHEIR LTV,

(Eﬁﬁ BEANZL LS R
RTE(E) . — AW LB O Z2Aa, BNEDPECINDITEHEER Do 72T RZIEHE
FHERE D ICHS O E B L, SARalzEWICT (o BN REE LR T S,

HRT: Excuse me. Where is the supermarket?
AET: The supermarket? OK.
Go straight for two blocks.
HRT: Two blocks?
AET: Yes. Turn left.
HRT: Turn left?
AET: Yes. It's on your right.
HRT: Thank you.
AET: You're welcome. Have a nice day.
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T
AET: Nice to meet you, OO, AA, and OO
HRT & AET: OQ, nice smiles! AA | nice eye contact! O<, nice gestures!

#HbYD) H&o
Thank youl Good byel!




