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Understanding on how to learn in fieldwork based on clinical clerkship in
occupational therapy student

Koji KOBAYASHI, Shuhei TATEOKA, Tatsuya KANENO, Sawako SATO
Midori TOKITA, Tamami AIDA

[Abstract]

Introduction: A Clinical Clerkship (CCS) in occupational therapy (OT) fieldwork was introduced in Mejiro University
in 2005. To improve CCS instruction, students must first understand the learning process of CCS based
fieldwork. As part of the “Evaluation necessary to improve practical instruction guidance,” we performed a
questionnaire of CCS clinical practice comprehension in a sample population of OT students.

Objective: This study aims to investigate student comprehension of CCS and images of CCS obtained by on-campus
education. These results will provide future approaches to improve student understanding of CCS methods in
university education.

Method: We performed a questionnaire based on the selection and description formula for students participating in
level 2and 3 (2nd and 3rd year, respectively) fieldwork. All analyses were anonymous.

Results: Average student comprehension level was 2.3-3.0 (out of 4) at levels 2 and 3. Level 2 psychiatric area
was the lowest, and level 3 physical area was the highest. “Stepwise guidance method,” “experience many
patients and diseases,” “have no case,” “no report,” and “evaluate with check” CCS images were common,
among others.

Conclusion: Because CCS based fieldwork will become the standard in OT and physical therapy education in Japan,
it is necessary to encourage the students to understand the learning process. Further, student comprehension
will inform the training of school teachers and practical instructors. Based on these results, we would like to

improve the method of on-campus education and continue to evaluate student comprehension.

Keywords: Clinical Clerkship, Occupational Therapy, Fieldwork, Strengthen Student's Learning Skills
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