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Parents’ Understanding of Unconventional Verbal Behavior of
Children with Autistic Disorders
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Abstract

It is important for adults to recognize the functions of unconventional verbal behavior of
children with autistic disorders and use them for effective communication. This study
examines 13 parents of children with autistic disorders to analyze their understanding of
such behavior. Previous studies classify unconventional verbal behavior into three types
(immediate echolalia, delayed echolalia, and incessant questioning) and four functional groups
(non-focus, turn-taking, cognitive, and intention). We asked the participants two questions
regarding the meaningfulness of and their response strategies for unconventional verbal
behavior. The results showed that one function was recognized as being meaningless and
warranting restraint. In contrast, the other functions were used to formulate communicative
strategies. In this study, parents’ understanding of unconventional verbal behavior is
discussed from the perspective of intelligence quotient (IQ) and calendar age (CA) of the

children.
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