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Abstract

In modern Japanese, the verb chigau has the same meaning as its —teiru form chigatteiru, as
in “Kono kotae wa chigau/chigatteiru.” An investigation revealed that there has been an
obvious tendency to distinguish between their past tense forms chigatta / chigatteita since the
Meiji era. Specifically, chigatta has mainly been used as a modifier, whereas chigatteita has
had the predicative function. The reason for this distinction in use, however, remains
unknown. In most cases, Chigatta can be used interchangeably with “betsu no,” as the
equivalent of the English word “another” as a modifier, and has hardly been used as a verb;
for a predicate verb chigateita has been used. However, in recent years, the use of chigatta as
a predicate verb is often observed. For example, sentences with ending like “Shashin towa
chigatta” appear In newspapers. In recent years, adherence to the unexplainable distinction
since the Meiji era between chigatta and chigatteita in their actual use seems to have
decreased. As one of the issues about modern Japanese usage, adjectivalization of chigau is
pointed out. That is, its deformation such as chigakatta and chigakunaru is often discussed.

Chigatta as a predicate should also be investigated.
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