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Review of studies on Final Particle “yo” and “ne”
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Abstract :

Studies on final particles “yo” and “ne” could be roughly classifiable into three groups.
First, the early syntactic approach in the field of the grammar of Japanese national language and
the recent case studies of verbal development and autism pointed out that the final particles had
interpersonal relations. Secondly, the pragmatic approach in the field of Japanese grammar,
Japanese language education and some linguistic psychology stressed their subsistent meaning.
Thirdly, the approach from the theory of discourse management emphasized the function of infor-
mational message processes. Thus, the interpretation of “yo” and “ne” was different in one
another depending on the viewpoint of studies. Further, in the most studies a definite number of
sample sentences were extracted and examined, and the final interpretation was introduced by the
researcher’s own framework. In order to make further progress of the study on these final parti-
cles, it is required to verify the interpretations mentioned above on the basis of statistical analysis
of data from usage of the particles in every-day life.

Key words . final particle “yo” and “ne”, syntax, pragmatics, informational message
processes, interpersonal relations,




