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A Study on the Grounding of Environmental Ethics
Based on Konrad Ott’s Argumentation

R i
Mitsuru TOBITA

Abstract

“Environmental ethics” is a discipline of applied ethics that is concerned with problems in
ethically right dealing with external nature, excluding human beings. However, concerning
dealing with nature, there are various positions, such as anthropocentrism, pathocentrism,
biocentrism, ecocentrism, physiocentrism and so on. This paper is based on a treatise of the
German philosopher Konrad Ott (1959 ~), Environmental Ethics: Provisional Determinations
of Some Positions (2000). My purpose is to examine the determinations and differences of
main positions within environmental ethics. Using Ott’'s argumentation, I would like to sketch
the architectonic and history, the consensus and dissension, and the grounding and
application of environmental ethics. Furthermore, I would like to consider Ott's “discursive

ethical” approach to environmental problems today.
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