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Suffering and Maturation in Yanagiwara Byakuren’s Uta

—On her Last Collected Poems, Chihei-sen—
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Abstract

Yanagiwara Byakuren's “Chihei-sen (The Horizon)” published in 1956 as herlast collected
poems includes the whole work written after “Ruten (TheVicissitudes)“ and “Tsukushi-shu”,
both published in 1928. Death of her eldest son, a student soldier, Kaori in 1945, just before
the end of WWII ismarked as one of the biggest misfortunes for this period of her life. The
main part of this collected poems which runs to 60 pieces titled “Jibo (Affectionate
Mother)” is therefore an elegy for Kaori, which expresses such deep grief that surpasses
workmanship, and allows her to achieve a new poetic mood different from any traditional
lyrical expressions. This paperattempts to see how she reached this matured poetic mood
with some reference to the time and society, focusing on her social activities and

comparing with her earlier works.

Keywords - modern tanka, Yanagiwara Byakuren, “Chihei-sen”, death in war
of her son, pacifist movement
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