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On Strong and Weak Declensions of German Adjectives

FH2ERE  Hygh
Yoshinori KAISAKI

Abstract

German is said to have better retained syntactic features derived from Proto-Germanic,
including the strong and weak adjectival declensions. However, a close examination of the
development of the mixed declension reveals that there was some restructuring in the
nominal inflectional system and a new compositional way of expressing morphosyntactic
information was established. This paper also tries to show that the characteristics of this
development can be thought of as an example of exaptation within the grammaticalization

theory.
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BZ{t B K
Bk LR g
FH% er es e e
B en en er er
5% em em er en
X en es e e
5Z1E B B
Bk A g
FH% e e e en
B en en en en
5% en en en en
X & en e e en
BEZEIE HE K
B o i
FH& er es e en
=y en en en en
5x& en en en en
POk en es e en
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[ B B
B R 7 Liais i pigis
E& ur t - ir - ar
B s s rar ra ra ra
5% um u ri um um um
X% an t a a - ar
5521k B B
B o ik B o 7
FH% i a a u u
B a a u u u u
54 a a u u u u
X & a a u u u u
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ER A FT A e 7 mijn nieuwe huis
E Tt ) het nieuwe huis
ANGE T Al et nyt hus
Fr~— Uik A e E mit nye hus
TETEL ) det nye hus
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R nyju husi
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G4 nyja htsinu
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54 emu emu eru em em em
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