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Sumo in Colonial Taiwan
—Entertainment Show and “the National Sport”—
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Abstract

It was when Japan as an empire had expanded its territory after Sino-Japanese/ Russo-
Japanese wars in the Meliji era, that a recognition of sumo as “the national sport” became
nation-wide established in Japanese society. It coincided the period when “bodies serving the
nation” were demanded by the modern nation and were mass-produced by improving
strength and building physique, and also the period during which the modern sport developed
entailing an imperial ideology in its principles and values. In the wartime since and after
1930s, an aspect of the martial arts of sumo as “the national sport” was especially emphasized
as “the national sport” should embody “bushido” or “Japanese ethics.” But on the other hand,
sumo has been one of the most familiar “recreation” for ordinary Japanese, the professional
Ohzumo tournaments have long been a liking of people since early modern times, and have
been continuously supported as one of entertainments even in the wartime. The aim of this
monograph is: to re-direct the double-facetted sumo with “national sport” / “entertainment”
characteristics from a viewpoint of a colonial society in which “disciplinization” of body was

firmly requested.
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