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A Study of Japanese Modernization and the Silk Industry (1)
—The Emergence of New Japanese Merchants—

BEHE B
Masakazu HIROTA

Abstract

“Kimono” is Japanese traditional dress, made of high quality silk. When Japan opened its
exports in the 19th century, Japanese silk suddenly found an enormous overseas demand.
This silk boom greatly stimulated silk production and spread all over Japan. The purpose of
this study is to examine the Japanese modernization through the silk industry, particularly
focused on the role and activities of three types of new Japanese merchants. These
merchants emerged on the marketing channel from (1) the local silk purchase from silk-
producing localities, (2) the trade negotiations with foreigners to export it from Yokohama
through Japanese Silk Road (Hamakaido), and (3) local sales of silk weaving products
(Kimono).The silk export by Japanese merchants aided modernization through government
requirements to establish a stable resource of foreign exchange for Japan as a leading

exports commodity.

Keywords - silk export, new Japanese merchants, Kimono, Japanese ,silk road (Hamakaido)
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