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A Reconsideration of American Exceptionalism

—From the Viewpoint of the Superpower
America after the Collapse of the Cold War —
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Abstract

It was Alexsis de Tocville that first created the expression “American Exceptinalism ~.

He was a Frenchman and was a lawyer by profession and an aristocrat in the French social
class. So he was very much astonished to face the American society system which was
fundamentally and completely different from that of his mother country. In this thesis, I
intend to reveal what American Exceptionalism really means in the context of the American
history and in light of the collapse of the Cold War at the same time. And I would also like to
reconsider American Exceptionalism after the United States of America has become the only
superpower in the contemporary world and I would like to examine whether America is

,what is called, “an empire” or not from the viewpoint of international relations.
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