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The Formation and Background of the “Long March Stories”
— Current Problems Related to the Long March Historical Research—
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Abstract

The history of modern China's Long March (1934 to 1936) was compiled from the typical
stories, such as “Chi River Crossings”, “Dadu River Crossings”, “Luding Bridge Battle”,"Climb
the Great Snow Mountain”, “Across the Great Grassland”, etc. The first record of the Long
March was recorded in memoirs written by the Red Army officers and the soldiers who had
participated in the Long March. In 1937, the memoirs of 100 people were compiled but the
document was not published. It was published finally in 1942 as part of the Rectification
Campaign in Yan'an.

Among the stories that were written based on memoirs in 1937 are Edgar Snow’s Red Star
over Over China and Yougu's “25 Thousand Li Westward Expedition of Red Army”. These
provided the framework for sublimating the personal memoir into an objective story.

The 1942 edition of the Long March memoirs was republished in 1954 and 1955, first as a
serialization of the magazine, then as a book. Both versions were published at the beginning
of the Socialist Construction Movement after the establishment of the People’s Republic of
China. It could be said that the method of looking back at the history of Long March as it
was actually experienced was influenced by political ideology during the period of intra-party

fighting.
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