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Abstract

In modern Japanese, Shite-moraitar and Shite-hoshii are generally used to express a
speaker’s desire to have someone take a certain action, as in Taro ni tabete moraitai,
and Taro ni tabete hosii. In recent years, Shite-hoshii has been used more widely, and
in most cases this form entails, if any, the case particle 7z, as illustrated above, to indicate
the preposed sense subject (7aro) of the verb that follows (tabete). However, even though
used less frequently, ga is used as a substitute for ¢ in the same context, as in Shizen e
no aratana ishiki ga umarete hoshii.

An investigation has revealed that while ga is used to stress the particularity of the
sense subject person, more typically, instead of being used with a person, ga tends to be
used with a sense subject that represents a highly abstract notion, such as organization

and way of thinking.
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