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Sumo in “Gaichi”
(Colonies and Japanese-occupied Lands)— from a Viewpoint of “National Sport”
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Abstract
The Sumo wrestling in the modern time came to be understood in the Japanese society
as a “national sport” through a sumo boom which had been ignited by a sudden rise of
nationalism since the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese Wars straddling 19/20th
centuries. Then in the war period of 1930-40s, nationalistic ideological discourses were
attached to it, and since it was introduced into Kokumin Gakko (war-time primary
school) as a formal sport item, sumo emanated unique presence as a national sport at
any place in and out of the country. In such circumstances, some Japanese advocates
presented themselves who tried to make a clear distinction with Oo-zumo circle at home
and to spread sumo among youth in “the new lands” of Taiwan and Manchuria in the
ideal form. They advocated that one could cultivate” Japanese spirit’and train “New
Japanese” through sumo which should be another sort of national sport with
fundamental and radical nature. This monograph examines rudimentarily some
phenomena and discourses over “sumo as a national sport” in modern time from a
relative viewpoint with “eaichi” such as colonies and Japanese-occupied lands. This point

has been almost neglected in the sumo historians.
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