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MSEF’s Crafting “the Humanitarian™
A Rhetorical Analysis of Discourse on Humanitarian Aid in North Korea

APRH H
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Abstract

The study reveals the rhetorical process by which Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF)
crafted the meaning of “the humanitarian” focusing on discourse on humanitarian aid in
North Korea where opinions of aid organizations were divided and struggles over
meaning of the act of humanitarianism became clear. Opposing a story of those who
decided to remain and continue aid activities, MSF's constructed a unique humanitarian
story to justify its withdrawal from North Korea. In the story, humanitarian action shifts
from action of “sentiment” to that of “indignation,” and “the humanitarian” is independent
from “the political.” The analysis also reveals that the type of audience, heroism, and
dialectical world view affected the story construction. Although MSF'’s story has its own
dilemmas and limitations, MSF has played a significant role in the process of crafting
the humanitarian in that MSF's construction of the humanitarian locates the problem of
the adversaries’ and announces it to society posing an alternative point of view.

Key Words - humanitarianism, politics, Médecins Sans Frontiéres, North Korea,
narrative analysis
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