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A Theoretical Study of Characteristics and Functions of
Corporality in the Emergence of Ba in Shared Space

e T
Hideki KONO

Abstract
In major studies of ba as the emergence of a co-created context shared by individuals in
interactive settings, the importance of the presence of human “body” has commonly
been pointed out. In fact, “corporality” is regarded as an indispensable agent in tacit
communication among individuals within ba. However, an attempt to clarify the
functions of corporality in ba and to integrate related discussions concerning its
synthesizing effect has not been made. This heuristic theoretical study discusses the
essential qualities of corporality in ba and its functions in the emergence of ba through
reviewing literature about ba and the function of corporality in the intersubjective phase
of human communication. Specifically, I will discuss this theme through comparing the
concept of corporality from Shimizu's theory of ba with equivalent concepts from studies

in phenomenology and ecological epistemology.
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