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Ludwig Siep’s Cosmic Ethics
— A Study on Bio- and Ecological Ethics in Modern Germany —

R i
Mitsuru TOBITA

Abstract
In order to resolve the problems of bio- and ecological ethics today, the German philosopher,
Ludwig Siep (1942~), criticizes interpersonal and utilitarian ethics as anthropocentric and
rather revaluates the classical Grecian cosmos view and Aristotle’s philosophy. Furthermore,
he advocates a “cosmic ethics™ human beings must treat all other natural beings
appropriately according to the species and stage and thereby rightly take part in the good
order of the whole world (cosmos). In this paper I would like to examine the holistic
conception of the “cosmic ethics” by Siep, especially according to his treatise “A Sketch of

Grounding Bioethics” (1996).
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