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Evolution of Childcare magazine’s childcare curriculum

—The postwar era up to the issuance of Childcare Guidelines—
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Abstract:

This paper examines the transition of the childcare system during the Japanese postwar
educational reform period, by looking at Childcare magazine's development of its childcare
curriculum from 1946 to 1949, when the government's Childcare Guidelines was issued. The
Imperial Order of Kindergarten and Social Pedagogy in the Taisho Period, developed to
counterbalance the negative effect of conventional Frobel doctrine, were strong influences for
creating the curriculum just after the war. That early postwar curriculum was created ad
hoc to respond to the actual state of kindergarten practice because the content of childcare
was not yet decided. Then when the School Education Act was enacted in 1947, work towards
the creation of a childcare curriculum aimed to incorporate five objectives reflecting the
intent of Article 78 of the Act. When the Childcare Guidelines were established, the
curriculum was more appropriate to the reality of children's lives, with the 12 new content
elements and new features such as annual events.
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