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Abstract :

The purpose of this paper is to discuss about Newspaper coverage of COP21 in Japanese
mass media. Global environmental issues are very important agenda in our society and mass
media play an important role for constructing our social reality about the environmental
problems. In this research, the content analysis of newspaper articles in Japanese two major
newspapers about COP21 and environmental issues in November to December 2015 was
conducted. As the result, 35% of the articles about COP21 and the environmental issues were
reported with “coexistence” frame, and 24% of them were reported with “conflict” frame. As
for the frames used in the different stages of the conference period, the “conflict” frame was
used more in the middle of the conference period, and the “coexistence” frame was used more
at the end of the conference period. To conclude, the newspaper coverage about COP21 and
environmental issues showed the audience more complex narrative about the negotiation and
agreement in the conference than TV news, but they didn't inform the public enough about
the scientific aspects of the environmental issues.
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